Abstract: Litsea verticillata Hance (Lauraceae), a Chinese medicine used for treatment of 8 swelling caused by injury and snake biting, was the first plant identified by our National 
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Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) was first established as the viral agent that causes acquired 34 immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) in humans some 30 years ago (Barré-Sinoussi et al., 1983; 35 Broder and Gallo, 1984) . There are currently more than 20 drugs available on the market for the 36 treatment of this disease. However, all of the available drugs require that HIV patients continue 37 taking them for long periods of time, or even a life time because none of the drugs are curative. 38 Further, the drug potency may be reduced at a later stage due to the chronic adverse effects and the 39 emergence of drug-resistant strains (Greene et al., 2008) . The current lack of a curative drug 40 demands our continuous efforts to discover more effective anti-HIV therapeutic agents. 41 Plant compounds, known for their enormous numbers and their amazing structural diversity, 42 are considered an excellent source for exploration for new and diverse antiviral agents. Litsea 43 verticillata (Lauraceae) was found to be one of the first anti-HIV plant leads in our efforts to 44 discover antiviral agents from the tropical plants in the Southern Asia area (Soejarto et al., 2006) . 45 The plant, grown up as a shrub or small tree 2-5 m tall, is found in southern Asia including Vietnam 46 and Southern China, where the altitude is less than 1300. The plant has been used as a traditional 47 Chinese medicine to relieve swelling caused by injury and snake biting (Jiangsu, 1986) . Our 
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Litsea is a plant genus in the Lauraceae family. There are about 200 species found in the genus 5 swelling and body ache (State, 2005 The resulting extract (93.0 g) was processed as previously described (Zhang et al., 2005) and work-up of fraction F18 resulted in the isolation of litseasesquibutenolide (3).
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